
EMS safety 

EMS CAN BE A DANGEROUS PROFESSION. EMS PRACTITIONERS ARE 2 ½ 
TIMES MORE LIKELY TO DIE ON THE JOB AND 3 TIMES MORE LIKELY THAN 
THE AVERAGE WORKER TO MISS WORK AS A RESULT OF INJURY 









EMS Safety and Risk Management is 

designed to assist EMS providers in the 

reduction of line-of-duty injuries, 
illnesses, and fatalities 



 It is the EMS physician’s role to develop and support a culture of 

safety in EMS systems. 

 EMS systems should support the development, implementation and 

ongoing evaluation of comprehensive system-wide safety, quality, 
and risk management programs 



 EMS safety and comprehensive risk management should be 

emphasized in both initial and continuing education for EMS 

providers  

 

 EMS systems should implement and support a just culture to facilitate 

honest and prompt reporting of risk and error and to support analysis 
of near miss and adverse events in an environment of 
professionalism and accountability  



 Integrated EMS safety data systems should be created to promote 

evaluation of safety programs and to promote research that 

advances understanding of safety for EMS providers, systems, and 

patients   

 EMS physicians should advocate for EMS safety-related programs 

coordinated at the local, regional, state, and federal levels based 
on evidence-based practice and benchmarks 



 EMS physicians should evaluate technologies and equipment for 

improvements in safety for patients, medical providers, and the 
public. 


